MINUTES OF THE GREAT SAND DUNES NATIONAL PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL






    MEETING






  June 26, 2003

The second regularly scheduled meeting of the Great Sand Dunes National Park Advisory Council was held at 1:00 p.m., on June 26, 2003, at the Crestone Community Center, in Crestone, Colorado.  Robert Ogburn chaired the meeting.  Council members present were Christine Canaly, Hobart Dixon, Bill McClure, Robert Ogburn, Robert Philleo, Terry Sandemeier, Michael Tetrault, George Whitten, Robert Zimmerman, and Herry Andrews.  Also present was Steve Chaney, Superintendent of Great Sand Dunes National Monument and Preserve and DFO.  Great Sand Dunes National Monument staff attending were Barbara Irwin, Elizabeth Hall, Andrew Valdez, and Fred Bunch.  Consultant Micki Stuebe, with E2M, Suzy Stutzman, and Jayne Aaron from the NPS Support Office in Denver were also present.  Members of the public were present (see public sign-up sheet).

GENERAL BUSINESS

Minutes of the first meeting, May 29, 2003, were approved.  Discussion was held concerning the proposed by-laws.  Judge Ogburn recommended that the by-laws be changed to allow the board to review minutes before approval, rather than unilateral certification as previously suggested.  Judge Ogburn also recommended annual election of chair and vice-chair.  Discussion was held concerning quorums and voting (as outlined in Section 5 of the by-laws).  Members would like to see major items up for a vote anticipated on meeting agenda, so that they can get input from others before the vote.  This was generally acceptable, however, things may come up which cannot be anticipated.  No second is required to allow issues to be brought before the group for a vote.  Robert Zimmerman voiced concerns about problems with sessions.  Superintendent Chaney stated that there are fairly stringent requirements, under the FAC Act, to close a portion of any meeting, and that such action must be set forth in advance in the federal register.  After discussion, the by-laws were approved.  Hobart Dixon asked that DFO (designated federal officer) be explained earlier in the by-laws than is currently written.

Hobart Dixon and Robert Ogburn received copies of correspondence from the Mt. Blanca Habitat Partnership Program committee, asking that the council consider reasonable access for legal public hunters on the Rio Grande National Forest.   (Copies of letter need to be provided to all members, Steve Chaney, and for the park archives.)

Discussion was held concerning getting information to the public, and Suzy Stutzman has agreed to provide a web site for the council to keep the public informed.  

Members were concerned that the public be allowed time for public comment.  Typically, meetings are open to the public, but not for participation.  It was agreed that the council will set aside specific time for public comments and concerns, usually later in the meeting, to be worked into each agenda.  All comments will be considered, written or oral, and will be made available to everyone on the committee.  Any members who receive written comments or concerns are asked to please provide copies for all committee members and record keeper.

The meeting scheduled for August 28 was cancelled.  The next meeting will be held on September 5, 2003, in Westcliffe, Colorado.  

Mr. Chaney stated that the window for closing on the Baca Ranch real estate purchase is being extended to March 31, 2004.  Legal wrangling on the Horneck litigation, and additional time for AWDI to release title were the reasons cited for the delay.  This delay will hinder some of the work being done by NPS staff, and may have a big impact on the State Land Board, who was hoping to conduct guided elk hunts this fall.  

Discussion was held concerning dates for field trips to significant areas of park property.  Mr. Chaney will pick three dates, and will send e-mails to members.

ADVISORY COUNCIL WORKSHOPS
Suzy Stutzman introduced Jayne Aaron, also of E2M consultants, who has a background in environmental planning and cultural resources.  Jayne passed out materials outlining the proposed workshops for the committee, and discussed the general outlines of each workshop.  (Please see attached outline.)  There will need to be four work sessions scattered between now and the end of next year.  These can be in addition to, or in conjunction with advisory council meetings.  Superintendent Chaney would like to have meetings at least every couple of months in order to keep everyone actively involved and informed.

Discussion was held about possible workshop/meeting dates.  It was agreed that the September meeting will be a one-day meeting, and that a one-day workshop will be held on October 30, 2003.  Members discussed the possibility of a two-day workshop in January, a one-day expert in February and March, and a three-day workshop in the spring of 2004.  Steve will work with the chairman to set the dates.

PRESENTATION
Andrew Valdez, of Great Sand Dunes National Monument and Preserve, presented a program on Geology and Hydrology of the Great Sand Dunes National Monument:  Fact and Fiction.  Copies of some of the slides and information will be made for advisory council members before the next meeting.

SOLICITING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Discussion was held about how best to meet with the public over questions of concern about the new park.  Mike Tetrault suggested meeting with national and state environmental organizations in Boulder, and bringing their comments and concerns back to the advisory council.  Robert Philleo suggested that the council find ways to educate the public in more depth on the research and work going on.  A meeting in front range communities was also suggested as a way to garner more public input.  The National Park Service website has a link for all on-going planning work in the system.  That can be found at www.nps.gov.  Comments and concerns can be provided on line.  

The meeting was recessed for dinner.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The meeting was resumed at 6:30 p.m., at which time the meeting was opened to public comment.  Judge Ogburn introduced himself and members of the council, and briefly explained the role of the advisory council.  Comments were taken from the audience.  (See attached summary of comments.)

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held in Westcliffe, Colorado, on September 5, 2003, beginning at 1:00 p.m., in the All Aboard Westcliffe building.  There will be opportunity for public input at that meeting.  Suzy and Micki will need a minimum of five or six hours to accomplish the foundation piece of the workshop.  Drive time from the Great Sand Dunes is approximately two and one-half hours.  Reservations for overnight lodging will be made for all members, unless notification is received by Barb Irwin, administrative officer, that such lodging is not necessary.

It was asked that all members review the table under the foundations tab of the notebook, including the special mandates and service wide laws and policies.  

Steve clarified the current NPS policies about hunting access through the monument.  All weapons must be unloaded and cased, and carried in the vehicle.  No weapons are allowed out of a vehicle for any reason, unless a special exemption is made by the superintendent’s compendium.  (Examples:  a road very near a preserve boundary, hard to-get-to corners.)  Hunters cannot carry a weapon on foot or on horseback unless specifically allowed.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Elizabeth Hall, Assistant for

Steve Chaney, Designated Federal Official

I hereby certify the accuracy of these minutes as approved by the Advisory Council.

________________________________________________           _________________________

Robert Ogburn, Chair







Date
Public Sign-up Sheet-- Crestone FAC Meeting, June 26, 2003

Dennis Neuhaus




Musicman12@earthlink.net
Mike Miller 

Box 640

Crestone, CO  81131

Anne Marie Lindsey


No north access

daam@ctelco.net
Fran King



No north access to Sand Dunes

P.O.Box 869 
Crestone, CO  8ll31




Dan Welch



No north access to Sand Dunes

ddub@ctelco.net
P.O.Box 130

Crestone, CO  8ll31

Linde Waidhofer


No north access to Sand Dunes

linde@westerneye.com
Box 2

Crestone, CO  8ll31

Lito Tejada-Flores


No north access to Sand Dunes for public

lito@westerneye.com


administrative access okay, but please, no

Box 2




no park traffic through our subdivision

Crestone, CO  81131

Bill Ellsey



Access west of development

Box 362

Crestone, CO  8ll31

Bill@billellzey.com




Jillian Klarl



If elk herd is culled, let meat be used;

Box 72




Only non-motorized vehicles at Baca—north end of park

Crestone, CO  81131


west entrance okay

jillian@northern-valley.com
Peter Gyallay-Pap

Box 657

Crestone, CO  81131

pgyallay@hotmail.com
Rosalyn Southard

Box 614

Crestone, CO  81131


No north access to dunes

Will Porter



No north entrance

Box 85 

Crestone, CO  81131

wporter@telco.net
Meryl Ennis



No park traffic through residential area

Box 426





Crestone, CO  8ll31

meryl@fone.net
Glenn Ennis

Box 237

Crestone, CO  81131

Shawn Hollmer


I want an access to the forest property without going 

shawnhollmer@ctelco.net

through the park.

Jason Anderson


non-motorized access through the Baca—there are

lrdog@vanion.com


other options

Annie Pace



No north access

Box 125

Crestone, CO  81131

Angelia Lierly



No north access—Highway 17 access

angelalierly@yahoo.com
Curtis Ward



No north entrance through Baca development

Box 83

Crestone, CO  81131

J.D.Marston



No north entrance through Baca development

Box 294

Crestone, CO  81131

Mick Davys, SLVHPP

Preserve ability to manage elk herd

328 Lakewood

Alamosa, CO  81101

Brian Beechaver

Division of Wildlife

Deborah Wood


No north access—no hunting behind spiritual centers of 

hua@amigo.net


the Baca

Roni S. Chernin


No north access

Box 1212

Crestone, CO  81131

ronicher@ctelco.net
Sam Pace

Box 125 

Crestone, CO  81131

Debra Irizarry



No motorized access on any north entrance

Box 749

Crestone, CO  81131

Judi Arbetter



No road through Baca

Box 456

Crestone, CO  81131

Susan Sawyer

Box 1134 

Crestone, CO  81131

JoAnne Kiser



Conserve the Baca!

Box 659

Crestone, CO  81131

Suzanne McIliegar


No road access

Box 215

Crestone, CO  81131

Barry Monroe



Conserve the Baca—no road access

Box 374

Crestone, CO  81131

Annie McMillin


No road access from Crestone

Box 304

Crestone, CO  81131

Juliann Quinn



Conserve the wildness of the purchase--

Box 242



No new road

Crestone, CO  81131

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS AT FAC MEETING—June 26, 2003

Mick Navis, Chairman of SLV Habitat Program, expressed concern about access for hunting—not hunting on the park itself, but access to forest areas.  The biggest single big game problem is the elk herd in Unit 82 on the east side of the Sand Dunes.  The desired goal for that herd is 1500; the current population is 6000.  They are outcompeting and playing havoc with the deer herd.  The elk are within miles of certified seed fields, and damage can be $150 to $300,000 per field.  They are growing at approximately 15% per year.  The biggest problem was the Baca itself.  Zapata contributed somewhat, but a deal was struck with TNC which allowed the harvesting of some cows.  Access by the park will benefit the elk.  They are concerned that the elk will come north during a bad winter, and that severe damage will be done.  

Judy Arbetter—response to the thought of slaughtering animals is gruesome.  We have tampered so much with the natural balance that we need to look further down the road, and see what happens to next generations by allowing herds to become so large.  We’re occupying more of their natural grounds.  Moved here to avoid large numbers of people, and can see value of an alternative road into the park.  The area is remote and pristine, and she would not like to see roads that are not necessary.

Bill Elsey—resident of the Baca development.  Would like to see all meat salvaged from any culling of elk herds.  Feels that a majority of the people he knows would like to see a road west of the development, going south from the T-Road, but not through the development itself.  Also concerned about the spiritual centers, and worries about hunting on east side of development, behind those centers.

Debra Azari—recognizes need to control elk populations.  She would like to see access that is non-motorized, for bikers, hikers and horseback riders.  Also expressed concern that the nature of the community in Crestone be conserved.  Would like to keep numbers down and lesson impact, while providing non-motorized access to northern areas of park.

Meryl Ennis—not in favor of any road that brings in traffic through the residential area.

Will Porter—is concerned about the issue of the elk herd, and would like to see some set-up for limited access for hunting, although he is concerned about hunters tearing things up, and losing the peace and quiet.  Believes that community was assured there would be no northern entrance when the legislation was first proposed.  He has concerns about individuals who stand to gain financially from a northern entrance, and believes the current entrance is sufficient.  He also believes that there could be a very limited use path for officials at the park, but no motorized access for public—only footpath or bikepath or horse access.

Anne Marie Lindsey—director of community center project for Crestone and the Baca.  Would like to see the meat from any elk killing saved and donated to reservations or other underprivileged groups.  She is totally against any park entrance through this community.

J.C.Marston—applauds AnneMarie’s suggestion about havesting the elk meat.  Also concerned about the spiritual organizations of the development, which lie on the side of the mountain, and generally have their back edges meet with national forest property.  All spiritual groups are looking for peace and quiet.  Would like to see a buffer zone between spiritual centers and hunting activity.  

Unknown woman—Could you consider another road from Highway 17 rather than the T Road?

Kizzen Makia—mayor of Crestone and publisher of Crestone Eagle.  Believes there has been lots of effort all around the country to create wilderness areas—closing down access roads.  We’ve been given a gift of an area that has been minimally disturbed, except by ranching.  Wildlife there is truly wild.  It is a fragile ecosystem, and drought has affected it.  We have a unique opportunity to preserve the area, with minimal impact.  She likes the idea of access for hikers, etc., but believes that opening to motor traffic is a big mistake.  Believes it would take a tremendous amount of money to build necessary roads for such access.  Would like to see access for emergency services, such as on the old jeep road that comes out of the western part of the Baca.  Suggested a small educational center at the current ranch headquarters for students or for limited wildlife viewing—a small controlled area.

Patagoris—strong agreement with opinions expressed.  Believes it would be folly, in light of current budget constraints, to expand offerings in terms of roads and visitors centers.  Current access through the south is sufficient.

Fred Bander—supports public access to this area, but wants it to come from the T-Road, not through the subdivision.  Would like to see art least four-wheel drive road for access to hunters, fishers, and campers.

Michael Dennett—retired mayor of Crestone.  There are pretty big roads back there already.  Would like to see possible access come from where the White Ranch is at.  He is concerned about the meadows themselves.  Expressed concerns and questions about grazing.

Ron Loti—believes this is a unique ecosystem, due to pristine wildlife and pristine area, and because of the spiritual groups from all over the world.  It is a place designed to live in peace and harmony and some solitude, living in sacredness and in harmony with the land.  All the spiritual groups are concerned about access for the park, as well as for hunting disrupting the nature of the community.

David Nicholas—Crestone has always expressed the need to be recognized as a contemplative place, with retreats to spiritual places.  Believes there could be access either from Hooper, providing revenue to Saguache County, to from the T-Road outside the Boice sheds—through Deadman’s Creek.  Please preserve the area where people live in harmony with their surroundings.

Brian Bechaver—district wildlife manager for Colorado.  Talked about the elk herd, and the long term problems with an unchecked elk population, including destruction of habitat and disease.  They have explored all options, including baiting, trapping and transplanting, agency control, etc., but none of those options really work.  A mass-killing is also not a feasible solution.  The only long term solution is public hunting.  There would be only limited access on forest service land, only practical by foot or on horseback.  We do not want to create big paved roads, parking areas, etc., which hurts hunting and the elk.  Would like to see public access that would allow hunting on the preserve, and it would need to be by the northern end of the dunes.

Fran King—doesn’t care if the American people never come here.  She does not want to wake up and hear gunshots from hunting, and is ready to lie down in front of bulldozers should they come.

David Nicholas—How many entrances are there in and out of Mesa Verde?  Rocky Mountain National Park?  Chaco Canyon?  There are lots of parks with only one entrance.  Would there be an increase in crime in Crestone area?  
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