MINUTES OF THE GREAT SAND DUNES NATIONAL PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL






     MEETING






September 5, 2003
The third regularly scheduled meeting of the Great Sand Dunes National Park Advisory Council was held at 1:00 p.m., on September 5, 2003, at All Aboard Westcliffe, in Westcliffe, Colorado.  Robert Ogburn chaired the meeting.  Council members present were Hobart Dixon, George Whitten, Robert Philleo, Terry Sandmeier, Christine Canaly, Robert Zimmerman, and Herry Andrews.  Absent were members Michael Tetreault (excused), and Bill McClure (unexcused).  Steve Chaney, Superintendent of Great Sand Dunes National Monument and Preserve acted as the designated federal officer.  Great Sand Dunes National Monument staff attending the meeting were Barbara Irwin, Elizabeth Hall, Fred Bunch, Mark Seaton, Carol Sperling, and Jim Bowman.  Consultants Jayne Aaron and Anne Baldridge, from E2M, and Suzy Stutzman from the NPS Support Office in Denver, were also present.  Also present were Doris Morgan, from Senator Allard’s office, Greg Thompson from the Rio Grande National Forest supervisor’s office, and Paul Crespin from the USFS San Carlos district office.

GENERAL BUSINESS

Minutes from the second meeting, June 26, 2003, were approved.  Discussion was held about future meetings.  The next meeting is set for October 30, 2003, in Moffat, Colorado, at the Round Room at the Moffat School.  The agenda will consist of the Colorado Natural Heritage Program, and the NPS Water Rights Office presentations, as well as presentations by both an archaeologist and an ethnographer concerning inventory projects at the Great Sand Dunes.  The meeting in January was set for January 12 and 13, 2004, for both meeting and workshop.  Robert Ogburn asked that those dates be kept open—times will be finalized in October.

Miscellaneous business included an e-mail from Michael Tetreault, who could not be present, which was passed around to board members.  Christine Canaly asked again for clarification about what constitutes a quorum, and how many members are necessary to pass a vote.  A quorum for holding meetings is six members present.  Steve Chaney agreed that the voting section, as covered by the Secretary of the Interior, is very short.  He believes that the council should strive for consensus, but can bring an issue to majority vote, if necessary.  Christine found wording in the charter which states that “committee recommendations must be supported by vote of at least six members.”    Robert Ogburn asked if proxy vote of members who are not present would be acceptable.  Mr. Chaney does not believe that proxies or substitute members are allowed under the By-Laws.  It was agreed that it will require a vote of six to take action.

WORKSHOP

The meeting was turned over to Jayne Aaron and Suzy Stutzman for work on the foundations piece of the process.  Some of the work on the foundations piece was completed before the 2000 legislation, and can be used as a base for on-going discussion.  Discussion was held concerning the purpose and significance statements in their draft form.  Christine Canaly pointed out that Native American communities bringing back old prayer practices is becoming more and more of a reality, and needs to be addressed in the statements.  The purpose statement is the reason that the park was set aside, and can be taken almost verbatim from the legislation.  Members and park staff discussed making “historic and cultural resources” more prominent in existing statements.

Significance statements should include why the area is important regionally, nationally, and globally.  In these statements, it is important to be very specific in listing resources that make this park special.  Ms. Canaly asked that we use the language in Michael Tetrault’s e-mail, which said that the Great Sand Dunes is an area of global significance—an irreplaceable site.  It was suggested that the wording “species currently found nowhere else on earth” be incorporated into the statements.  Mr. Bunch suggested that we emphasize that the Great Sand Dunes has examples of ecological systems that are highly functional, which is quite rare.

Discussion was held concerning water language—that we need to be specific about such things as wet meadows, narrow-leaf cottonwood areas, groundwater and its effect on surge flow on the surface, and the interplay between ground and surface water.  Fred Bunch pointed out that the USGS calls the surge flow at GRSA the best example or surge flow in the world, which is globally significant.

Ms. Canaly asked that we look into the sacredness of the area to the Native American communities, and their spiritual ties to the place.  Suzy Stutzman said she would look to other parks for specific ideas.  Jayne Aaron said that there is federal legislation concerning sacred ceremonies in national parks.

Other concerns to be addressed in statements:  grazing within national park boundaries, water diversions that are senior water rights (Hudson and Medano Ditches), wildlife management, and fire management.

Discussion was held about specific areas of significance within the park.  (See attached notes).

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  Next meeting will be in Moffat, October 30, 2003.

Respectfully submitted, Elizabeth Hall, Assistant for Steve Chaney, Designated Federal Official

I hereby certify the accuracy of these minutes as approved by the Advisory Council.

________________________________________________           _________________________

Robert Ogburn, Chair







Date
Attachment to Minutes:  Areas of Significance at GRSA

Stories:


Geologic History


Mining History


Ranching History


Native American culture

Viewsheds:


Dunes with mountains behind


Out looking in


View from top of sand


Lighting on the sand


Photographic opportunities


Juxtaposition of water and sand


Contrast of light and shadow

Air Quality:


Contributes to viewshed


Legally mandated


Air quality in Alamosa is terrible, but GRSA is above the inversion


Will huge amount of vehicle visitation affect quality?

Water Quality:


Protecting Medano and Sand Creeks


Outstanding water quality—legal definition and we qualify—Medano Creek was a pure



Example—Used as a standard all the way down the Rio Grande


If quality is compromised, what does it do to the dunes?


Does activity affect quality of water below recreational area?

Streams

Fundamental component the system


Resource to play in


Quantity of water is important


Surge flow


Recreational access

Solitude (visitor experience)


Dark night sky


Natural quiet


Protection of soundscape


Sound monitors (quiet like a library)

Isolated setting


Protection from light pollution


Soundscapes and lightscapes are compatible


Visitor dimension—opportunity for solitude


Visual component


View minimal encroachment

Cultural Resources


Scarred trees


Oldest archaeological sites


Communities like Duncan and Liberty


Trails over passes


Ruins of buildings (with intangible links)

Human Geography


Historic use of passes and how they influenced settlement


Culture and geography coming together—Tewa emergence 


Systems of water influenced settlement


Mining


Ranching

Natural Diversity:


Communities—elevational, zonational—plants, animals, insects, birds, etc.


Biological elements and how they interact


Geological diversity


Desert vs. wet


Lots of diversity within the different ecosystems


Tremendous variety of habitats (sand sheet, dunes, piñon-juniper, canyons, ridges)


Riparian areas

Community Connection


Importance of park in the region


Crestone connections


Economic impact on all valley communities


Infrastructure problems?


Emotional connection of communities to Sand Dunes


Place of orientation for valley residents


Historical identity


Los Caminos Antiguos Scenic Byway


Proximity to state park and Zapata Falls (Sand Dunes Loop)


Park is a friendly place—friendly people—small family feeling

Regional Significance


School trips from front range, New Mexico, etc.,


Lots of out-of-valley people for Castles and Kites


Members of Friends of the Dunes from the front range


Visually dominates the valley


Anchor for tourism industry


Native American cultural heritage—significance to traditional people and groups


Educational fulcrum for the region—especially geology, biology, hydrology

Wildlife


Sustainability of large animals


Wildlife viewing


Hunting issue—management of herds, recreational opportunities


Opportunity to stock other areas or herds


Parks plays different role than preserve and refuge areas—large area of year-round 



Protection of all wildlife


Elk use dunes in a different way—use bare sand in the winter for warmth


Visitor experience of wildlife—natural systems still functioning


Wildlife research


Bison management issue


Bear population in Sangres—human interaction and management issue


Blanca wetlands—possibility of water birds

Dune System components:


Sand sheet


Sabkha


Water


Wind


Dynamic resource interaction (interaction of all components makes it unique)

Educational opportunities


Lots of student groups


Adds to enjoyment when you know how it works


Informed people are better stewards


Better possibility of educating local community—working together to save water


Window to focus on different elements

Geological setting


Topography


Juxtaposition of geologic features


Become a part of geologic time


Wind—dunes—sand particles


Formation of mountains


Black sand from volcanic formation


Observe geology in action

High Mountain Desert


Part of the system


Lots of stereotypes about deserts don’t work here


Opposing elements of relationships

Endangered Fish and Habitat


Closed system


More protected environment

Approachable


Interactive


Dunes—not just watching, you can participate


Playfulness

Endemic insects


Unique to system—currently found nowhere else in the world


Unique interplay of elements

Pure strain of cottonwoods


340 year old cottonwood---owing to isolation


General value


Research value

Physical resources


Campground—attracts a certain type of visitor


Hiking trails


Physical proximity to dunes


Enhancement to what is already here


Designed to be in isolation


Deeper experience by spending the night


Creates extended stays


Diversity of experiences

Wildlife viewing


Monument vs. preserve


Diversity of megafauna—bison, elk, bighorn sheep, bear, bobcat, mountain lion

Sustainability of herds


Important for viewing


Overall herd health


Ecosystem health—if area is overgrazed, hurts the rest of the system



Sand sheet could change—biology could override geologic component

Lighting and Landscapes


Light as component of view shed—contrast of light and shadow


Night sky


Intensity because of different elements


Time of day changes experience


Shielding parking lot lights, etc.


Night sky monitoring—may have darkest night skies in Colorado


Air quality


Interpretation and education—star talks


Photographic opportunities

Fragility of system


Whole ecosystem very fragile—one component changes everything


Interconnectedness of everything


Groundwater issue as threat


Management issues (herds, etc.,) could change system


Increased infrastructure needs

Native American heritage


Tied to community connections issues


Tangible resource connections (emergence stories)


Aztec Ruins statement had some good language to use here

Biological communications


Pheromones


Biological signals


Insects, fish, using chemical communications

Research opportunities


Hypothetical—theoretical


Applied research


USGS used probes that went to Mars


More research because of it being a closed system
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