All Public Comments – Verbatim (Newsletter #2)
Great Sand Dunes National Monument and Preserve – General Management Plan

	CommentID.
	PurposeSignificanceMission
	ResourceValueStatements
	GMPQuestions
	OtherThoughtsIdeas2

	101
	
	
	
	(The following is an excerpt from Mr. Ryland's letter)   We request that the Federal Advisory Board consider the biological impacts that the over-population of elk can potentially have on the landscape in this area…theonly efficient and cost effective met

	102
	
	
	
	Dear Mr. Chaney, It is my understanding that a Federal Advisory Council has been formed, and is currently in the process of formulating a Management Plan in preparation for the impending transfer of the Baca Ranch property to the Great Sand Dunes National

	201
	Purpose : agree, Significance : agree, Mission : agree
	Agree with all EXCEPT vehemently against "driving (4x4) in sand" antithesis to solitude and quiet.
	Yes
	Contains place of emergence (sipapu) for TEWA

	202
	
	
	
	There are so many parks that are destroyed because of overuse and neglect. Please don't destroy the charm of the Dunes.

	203
	Yes, with special emphasis on "exceptional solitude and quiet"(under Significance) and "solitude" in the Mission Statement.
	"Driving (4x4) in sand" is in conflict with "exceptional solitude and quiet," which are part of "the essence of the park's importance."
	Yes, but see above. Also, I have never heard of "oil and gas exploration" in a national park and would not want it here.
	I would like to see inexpensive lodging and food services near the dunes, but not so close as to detract from them. Some of the facilities at Yellowstone National Park would be a good model. Thank you.

	204
	I fully agree. Very well thought out.
	Yes. Very well done.
	Yes, especially # 3 & 7.
	I would really like to see access to Liberty & Duncan.

	205
	Yes, they are well done!
	Yes
	#2b-I think maintaining a balanced wildlife population is one of the critical components that must be addressed quickly. If cottonwoods are to survive on Sand Creek, the elk population MUST BE CONTROLLED!
	I feel that it is o.k. to strengthen ties with the American Indian community, but also feel that the ranching ties are of equal importance. Will the old Gerard homestead be within the park borders? The private water rights on the Medano Creek are of consi

	206
	(Mission Statements is circled in question) I disagree with the wording to an extent. I believe it (MS) should be worded so that preservation of the ecosystem should be the priority and opportunities for learning, solitude, etc. second to that!
	NO! I agree with all except driving 4x4 in sand! You are inviting every Neanderthal in the country to come and rearrange the dunes here. This right should be reserved for park rangers and emergency responders. Import some camels and rent them to visitors!
	Yes.
	If you genuinely wish to protect the ecosystem please do not allow 4x4 vehicles here. We can walk on our own two feet and have minimal impact or we can have vehicles and be high impact. Remember that policy you set today for a known populace will include 

	207
	Yes.
	Yes.
	Yes.
	No. Well done on the above items.

	208
	Yes! I definitely agree with these statements. The emphasis is correctly placed on the unique, natural systems at work.
	How can you write "driving 4x4 in sand" right under a statement about "experiencing quiet, solitude in wilderness environment." I fail to see how driving 4x4's fits the purpose of preserving the dunes or providing educational opportunities, etc!
	Yes. Possibly add under #3 or 4 something about "How do we preserve the quiet and solitude so later generations will have this same peaceful sanctuary available?" After all, it was a spiritual attraction 9000yrs. ago we need to maintain that experience!
	I do think protecting some of the "high country" area is important. It is peculiar to the Dunes area in that it is "safe" to enjoy in Oct/Nov when devoid of hunters that have taken over other backcountry areas. You also have tundra listed under the Natura

	209
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Seems like the Advisory Committee ought to exist beyond completion of the General Management Plan.

	210
	At the present time all the backcountry traffic is channeled down one road and there is too much traffic on that road. Considerable land is being added to the park and there should be some access to this land especially to sand creek and the north side of
	
	
	

	211
	
	
	
	Too much reading for me. People know where the Sand Dunes is. Children and grandchildren love to climb, wade, sunbathe, picnic at the Dunes. Keep it natural.      Your planning team will do their thing and spend the money to the best of their ability. Bei

	212
	Yes, I agree - I can appreciate what a task it is to take this on and co-ordinate with the Crestonites.
	Yes. I moved here this year to be near the Dunes. When I begin working I will become a friend of the Dunes.
	Yes
	I don't see how folks think that there will not be a road from the north. I would love one!

	213
	
	
	
	Please place my name on the mailing list for the Great Sand Dunes National Monument and Preserve Wilderness Review.    Also, I should already be on the mailing list for the Great Sand Dunes National Monument and Preserve General Management Plan. Could you

	250
	
	
	
	#1 & #2: Seem reasonable #3 & #4: My interest and concern relates to Multi-modal transportation within the park as well as the integration of non-motorized recreation and scenic trails within the park. Many of our tourists that travel to the area have bic

	251
	
	
	
	(The following is an excerpt from Mr Weller's letter)      I implore you to keep the Sand Creek area of Great Sand Dunes National Park closed to all motorized traffic. Some will argue that Sand Creek and the far reaches of the dunes are too hard to access


