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National Park Service 
Mission Statement 
The National Park Service 
preserves unimpaired the 

natural and cultural resources 
and values of the national 

park system for the 
enjoyment, education, and 

inspiration of this and future 
generations. The park service 
cooperates with partners to 

extend the benefits of natural 
and cultural resource 

conservation and outdoor 
recreation throughout this 

country and the world. 

Dear Friend of Aztec Ruins, 

I invite you to join us in planning for the 
future of Aztec Ruins National 
Monument.  The National Park Service 
is developing a new General 
Management Plan that will guide us 
through the next two decades.  The 
plan will be based on our mission to 
preserve and protect this remarkable 
community of ruins along the Animas 
River, in the City of Aztec, New 
Mexico.  It will establish long- term 
goals and objectives for managing the 
resources in this World Heritage site, 
for providing educational opportunities 
for visitors from throughout our nation 
and from overseas, and for ensuring the 
necessary and appropriate facilities are 
available.  It will establish the 
framework for more detailed plans and 
decisions down the road.  We will be 
working in partnership with neighbors, 
the City of Aztec, American Indian 
tribes, and other stakeholders to 
accomplish this. 

Your interests, concerns, and opinions 
are an essential part of this planning 
process.  There will be numerous 
opportunities for you to become 
involved.  Initially, we will host public 
scoping meetings later this fall to share 
information about the plan, and receive 
information from folks like you.  Please 
look for news releases that will identify 
times, dates, and locations of those 
meetings, or log onto our website at 
www.nps.gov/azru and select “General 
Management Plan” for continuously 
updated information. 

In the meantime, I invite you to share 
your thoughts by returning the 
enclosed Scoping Response Form, or 
contacting us electronically via e- mail 
at azru_superintendent@nps.gov, fax at 
(505) 334- 6372, or via our website. 

I hope you will help us craft a vision for 
managing and protecting this special 
place called Aztec Ruins National 
Monument.  We are looking forward to 
working collaboratively with you to do 
this, and to tell the stories of the early 
Puebloan people who lived here 
centuries ago, so that the people of 
today and future generations can 
understand and appreciate that multi-
faceted culture. 

As the new superintendent, I look 
forward to meeting you personally, 
especially at our future planning 
meetings.  Or just give me a call at (505) 
334- 6174  ext. 22. 

Dennis L. Carruth 
Superintendent, Aztec Ruins National Monument 

From the Superintendent 
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The National Park Service is in the 
process of starting a new General 
Management Plan (GMP) for Aztec 
Ruins National Monument, a 318-
acre site in the City of Aztec, San 
Juan County, New Mexico.  The 
GMP will be accompanied by an 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS).  This is expected to be a 2- to-
3- year project, with the Final GMP/ 
EIS being produced in 2006.  The 
new plan will guide the management 
of the park for the next 15 to 20 
years. 

The GMP is the overarching 
document for the park, from which 
all other planning and decision-
making documents flow.  
purpose of the project is to establish 
long- term goals and objectives for 
resource management; visitor 
understanding, appreciation, and 

oyment; and facilities development; and to 
identify ways this can be accomplished by 
working in partnership with park 
neighbors, the City of Aztec, 
American Indian tribes, and other 
stakeholders. 

Aztec Ruins is being managed 
under a GMP that was completed 
in 1989. Since then, changes and 
new issues and concerns have 
occurred that warrant a new GMP.  The ma or 
planning interests and opportunities are to: 

Seek the input of interested tribes throughout 
the planning process.  

Determine long-term goals and objectives for 
resource management; visitor understanding, 
appreciation, and enjoyment; and facilities 
development on the nearly 300 acres of land that 
was added to the park boundaries in 1988, as 
well as on the original 27 acres; in view of 

inventories and knowledge about resources that 
have been acquired since the 1989 GMP, and 
with consideration of changing and projected 
operational needs for the future. 

Reassess and make 
recommendations regarding the 
development that was prescribed in 
the 1989 GMP. 
development has not been 
implemented, and some development 
has occurred that departed from the 
prescriptions. 

Explore partnership opportunities with 
neighbors, the City of Aztec, tribes, and others to 
protect resources within and surrounding the 
park, and to enhance opportunities for visitor 
enjoyment and understanding 

Develop a range of alternatives in conjunction 
with neighbors, oil and gas companies, and other 
interested parties, to minimize impacts to the 
visitor experience and park resources from 
possible development outside park boundaries 

Project Background and Planning  
Interests 

The GMP is the overarch ng 

document for the park, from 

which all other plann ng and 

decis on-mak ng documents flow. 
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The Planning Process and Your Opportunities 
to Become Involved 
There are seven phases of the planning process: 

•	 Foundation Statements 

•	 Information Gathering 

•	 Data Collection and Analysis 

•	 Alternatives Development 

•	 Draft General Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact 
Statement (GMP/EIS) 

•	 Final GMP/EIS 

•	 Record of Decision 

Public involvement, 
consultation with American 
Indian tribes, and discussions 
with local, state, and other 
federal agencies will occur 
virtually throughout the 
planning process. The park has already begun 
to consult with tribes and the City of Aztec. 
Elected officials will be apprised of project 
status throughout the process. 

We invite people to send written comments to 
us at any time throughout the project. 
However, there are three phases during 
which the public can provide the most 
significant input: Information 
Gathering; Alternatives 
Development; and 
Draft GMP/EIS. 
During these phases, 
we will be conducting 
public meetings to 
share information. 

We are currently in the 
Information Gathering phase of the project, 
during which we want to learn what people 
think about the park. What are their interests? 
What changes would they like to see?  What are 
their concerns?  What are the unmet 
opportunities relating to resource 
management; opportunities for better 

understanding, appreciation, and enjoyment of 
park resources and stories related to those 
resources; necessary and appropriate facilities 
for park enjoyment; and opportunities to work 
in partnership with others to accomplish 
mutually agreed- upon goals and objectives? 

We’d like to hear from 
you, and invite you to fill 
out the enclosed 
Response Form. You 
may mail or fax it to us; 
or send us your 
comments via e- mail. 
And if you have 
questions, please feel free 
to call the 
superintendent. 

Dennis L. Carruth 
Aztec Ruins National Monument 
#84 County Road 2900 
Aztec, NM  87410-9715  
Tel:  (505) 334-6174 x. 22 
Fax:  (505) 334-6372 
E-mail: azru_superintendent@nps.gov 

Another way we will be sharing information 
is through our mailing list.  If you are not 
yet on the mailing list, but would like to be, 
please so indicate on the Response Form. 

We will be conducting our first 
public meetings later this fall, and 
hope you will be able to attend. 
Please look for press releases 
advertising the dates, times, and 
locations, or check out our website 

at www.nps.gov/azru, and select “General 
Management Plan”.  Throughout the planning 
process, project updates will also be available 
on the website. 

We at Aztec Ruins look forward to your 
participation in this planning effort that will 
determine the future of your park for years to 
come. 
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Response Form

Please use this form to share your ideas about Aztec Ruins National Monument.  During this initial 
“scoping” phase of the planning project, we would like to know what you think we should be 
considering as we begin our planning for the long-term future of the national monument.  What are 
your interests; what do you like about Aztec Ruins; what do you think could be improved; what are your 
concerns; and what are the unmet opportunities; especially in relation to: 

♦ How the resources are being managed 
♦ Opportunities for people to better understand, appreciate, and enjoy park resources and stories 

related to those resources 
♦ Necessary and appropriate facilities for enhanced enjoyment of the park 
♦ Opportunities to work with others in partnership to accomplish goals regarding the above issues. 

We are also interested in what your vision of the park is.  What would you like Aztec Ruins to be 20 years 
from now? 

Please try to return this form within two weeks of when you receive it.  Your comments will be 
considered by the planning team as we move toward developing alternatives.  And we hope you will 
remain involved with the planning for the future of Aztec Ruins National Monument. 

Name: _______________________________/______________________________   Date: ______________
   (Signed)       (Printed) 

� I would like to be placed on the mailing list for the general management planning project. 

� I would like to be taken off of the mailing list. 

� The address you have is incorrect.  Please change it to the following. 


Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________ 

For additional information please contact: 
Dennis L. Carruth Tel: (505) 334-6174  ext. 22 
Aztec Ruins National Monument Fax: (505) 334-6372 
#84 County Road 2900 E-mail: azru_superintendent@nps.gov 
Aztec, NM  87410-9715 


